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Rationale: 
 
Music is a unique form of communication that can inspire and motivate our 
children. It helps the children develop personally and provides opportunities 
for personal expression. Music is powerful in bringing children together in a 
creative and enjoyable way that helps them feel part of a community. Music 
promotes children’s spiritual, cultural and social development as well as 
contributing to a healthy lifestyle.  
 
At Halley, the children are given opportunities to create, play, perform and 
enjoy listening to a range of musical styles. They begin to learn how to read 
musical notation. Learning about musicians from around the world including 
those from different periods helps to broaden their understanding of the world. 
They learn to reflect and begin to make judgments about the quality of their 
music and the music of others.  
 
Teaching music: 
 
At Halley lessons are in line with the New National Curriculum and are taught 
by class teachers in the early years Foundation Stage, KS1 and KS2. Music 
lessons are either delivered as stand-alone lessons, each week or into class 
topic work. Music incorporates many cross curricular skills such as listening, 
using voice clearly, recognizing patterns and processes, using ICT skills and 
personal and social skills, for example. Teachers are expected to provide the 
children with the opportunity to engage in music linked to their topic learning. 
We recognise that there are children of widely different musical abilities in all 
classes, so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children. 
 
 
Music assemblies take place regularly each term where children have the 
opportunity to enjoy and develop singing together as a larger community. In 
Halley the weekly school choir provides an opportunity for children to extend 
their skills and enjoyment of music. Singing has even been extended into the 
playground, where children can enjoy singing and performing playground 
chants. Listening to music is a feature of all whole school assemblies.             
 
Halley school choir 
 

     
 



External music specialists from THAMES (Tower Hamlets Arts and Music 
Education Service) provide opportunities for learning stringed instruments 
(Violin and cello) for all children in year 4, in KS2. These sessions are 
provided weekly, throughout the year, and are developmental and 
progressive. Tutors from THAMES also provide a weekly lunchtime session 
for the school orchestra. Other extra – curricular opportunities provided are for 
children to develop in 1:1 sessions where the child is working beyond the 
ability of others. 
 
Class learning of stringed instruments 
 

       
 
 
 In KS1, singing is at the heart of specialised music sessions taught by a 
THAMES tutor. These sessions run weekly throughout the year for Year 1 and  
Year 2. There are also opportunities to learn skills playing percussion and 
tuned instruments. 
 
Performing music: 
 
There are opportunities for children to perform regularly in school and in the 
wider community. Children perform in whole school and Key stage assemblies 
regularly each term as well as performing music together in class 
The school orchestra also performs in the wider community. Selected children 
from the orchestra get the opportunity to perform with other schools in the 
Stepney Partnership. Opportunities to sing in the community are also 
undertaken by the school choir. Children often perform with other schools in 
concerts organised by Ex Cathedra. Performances for children who play 
stringed instruments takes place at the end of each term, at Halley. Children 
both sing and play instruments when celebrating special or religious events.  
 
 



York Hall Music Concert 

 
 
 
Implementing music: 
 
Halley school has an assigned music coordinator who is responsible for the  
organisation of music activities throughout the school and in the wider 
community. This involves working with staff within the school, liasing with 
external authorities such as the THAMES music hub and other schools which 
Halley has links with. Many extra curricular opportunities are provided for the 
children to attend in the community and the music coordinator is responsible 
for the organization and safety requirements in place for children to attend 
these performances. The music coordinator is also responsible for updating 
and implementing the schools policy and action plans for music. They are 
responsible for ensuring whole school planning meets the requirements of the 
New National Curriculum and assessing and reporting on music within the 
school. Professional development is undertaken and regular meetings at the 
music forum are attended.  
 
 
 
Resources: 
 
At Halley we keep a range of musical resources, sufficient for all music 
teaching in the school. We keep resources for music in a central storage 
place, which is easily accessible and a music trolley providing a range of 
percussion can be moved to the classrooms when required. The workshop 
has facilities for delivering music sessions with the use of an interactive 
whiteboard, computer and sound system and easy access to the school 
piano. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


